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Sharps Policy
This practice is committed to complying with The Health and Safety Sharp Instruments in Healthcare Regulations 2013
This policy should be read in conjunction with the Safe Handling of Sharps procedures in M 257B and the Inoculation Injury Procedures (M 257H). Team members must take reasonable steps to ensure their own Health and Safety and that of their colleagues. It is also the duty of team members to inform Hannah Maynard- the Decontamination Lead as soon as practicable following a sharps injury.

Sharps are only used where they are necessary for the delivery of dental care. This includes using local anaesthetic needles, suture needles, sharp dental instruments and scalpels. The risks of using sharps are reviewed annually and we substitute traditional medical sharps with a ‘safer sharp’ where it reasonably practicable to do so. 

The practice carries out a regular sharps risk assessment and this has identified that local anaesthetic needles should never be recapped and our safer sharps syringes have a retractable protective sheath.
If there is a sharps injury, the decontamination lead will follow the inoculation injury procedure in 
M 257H including:
· Carrying out a blood born virus risk assessment (M 257HA)
· Obtaining expert advice if necessary

· Initiating Post Exposure Prophylaxis if necessary, within the hour

· Recording the incident

· Investigating the incident to identify steps that can be put into place to minimise the chance of recurrence and to ensure that current measures are adequate
· Carrying out health surveillance for the team member if required

· Counseling for the team member if required

Team members are regularly trained in the safe handling of sharps and what to do in the event of a sharps injury at induction, at iComply Practice Meeting 6 on Infection Prevention and Control. Team members are consulted on health and safety at nine iComply practice meetings and at the Support Staff Training Meeting (G 170-SST).
Sharps usage, procedures and this policy are regularly audited at the bi-annual infection prevention and control audits and they are reviewed at the iComply Administration Step on Infection Prevention and Control (G 170-A14).
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